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orders on August 8th, by our Fourth and the French First
Armies, and it resulted in so sweeping a victory and was attended
with such far-reaching material and moral consequences that
Ludendorff was fully justified in calling it " the black day of
the German Army in the War."
This battle of Amiens was the prototype of the series which
in three short months decided the issue of the long drawn-out
struggle in the west.   All these Allied attacks followed the
general model of that at Cambrai in November, 1917—a swift
and secret concentration of troops, guns, and tanks at some
hitherto quiet sector of the line, a sudden crash bombardment
without previous warning by registration, and an influx of tanks
and infantry pushing boldly forward to attain objectives which,
though in earlier battles they would have been thought ambitious,
were, in fact, usually secured and consolidated before the enemy
had time to stage any effective counter-attack in reply.    Like
the Germans in the spring, so did the Allies now revert to these
principles of surprise and mobility which had always been
indispensable for true success in war, and which their improved
equipment for  attack  had  once  more placed within range
of attainment.    That their success was greater than that of
the Germans may be attributed in part to the great and growing
superiority of their resources in men, guns and munitions, and
in part to the fact that in the tank they possessed a formidable
life-saving, time-saving weapon,  of which the blindness of
Germany's High Command to its great possibilities had deprived
her armies.    So great, indeed, had that blindness been that
not only had no serious'attempt been made to build German
tanks, but nothing had been done to provide special weapons
to combat those of the enemy.   If the long neglect by the Allied
High Command of the potential power of the tank was unfor-
tunate, that of Hindenburg and Ludendorff and their assistants
was fatal.   The great part played by the British Tank Corps
in these last months of the war—and that played by the French
Tank Corps was as great—may be gathered from a few figures—
39 battle days, 2,000 individual tank engagements, 800 machines
put  temporarily  or  permanently  out  of  action,   casualties
amounting to 25 per cent, of the Tank Corps personnel.   Even
more important perhaps than the material results achieved
were the moral effects of the work of the tanks on the German
troops and their leaders ; in the end the former came to consider
their arrival as an acceptedly adequate excuse for retreat or
surrender and the latter to hold them almost solely accountable
for the successive defeats suffered by their armies.
. The value of the tank as a weapon of attack was never more
strikingly exemplified than in this first battle of the Allied

